
PFC is a qualitative approach to assess the 
condition of riparian/wetland areas.  PFC is 
based on quantitative science. 

 

PFC is a repeatable methodology that 
considers hydrology, vegetation, and soil/
landform attributes and processes to 
determine the functionality  (condition) of 
riparian-wetland areas. 

 

PFC assessments are completed by an 
interdisciplinary team.  Ideally, the ID Team 
includes members with knowledge of soils, 
vegetation, hydrology, and biology. 

 

The PFC assessment is a valuable  starting 
point to determine if detailed quantitative 
studies are needed. 

 

The PFC assessment is a proven and effective 
communication tool, which provides a 
common language of riparian/wetland terms 
that helps bring diverse entities to agreement  
with regard  to the on-the-ground functioning 
condition of a stream, creek, or wetland. 

 

A stream in “proper functioning condition” 
has the physical attributes in place that will 
allow it to hold together during high-flow 
events with a high degree of reliability.   

The Colorado Riparian Team is a group of riparian 
resource specialists dedicated to providing 
coordinated outreach, education, and technical 
assistance on riparian-wetland issues throughout 
Colorado.  Comprised of individuals from federal 
agencies and the private sector, the Colorado 
Riparian Team is part of a network of other state 
teams and the inter-agency National Riparian 
Service Team that implements a west-wide effort 
known as “Creeks and Communities: A 
Continuing Strategy for Accelerating Cooperative 
Riparian Restoration and Management”.   

The strategy, initiated by the Bureau of Land 
Management and the Forest Service in 
partnership with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, is designed to integrate the 
bio-physical and social dimensions of riparian-
wetland management to achieve positive results 
for resources and communities.  Because effective 
riparian restoration and management must begin 
with a common understanding of terms, 
definitions, and methods, the Proper Functioning 
Condition (PFC) Assessment has become a 
valuable foundational tool for achieving 
cooperative riparian restoration.   

If interested in the services or assistance of the 
Colorado Riparian Team, please contact the Colo-
rado Interagency Riparian Team Coordinator 
listed below.   

 
Team Members: 
 

Jeff Redders, Ecologist, USFS, Durango 
 

Ed Neilson, Res. Conservationist, NRCS, Gr. Jct. 
 

Carl Chambers, Hydrologist, USFS, Ft. Collins 
 

Terri Sage, Wildlife Biologist, NRCS, Lakewood 
 

Liz Schnackenberg, Hydro, USFS,  Steamboat Spgs 
 

Doreen Sumerlin, Wildlife Bio., USFS, Granby 
 

Kelli Stone, 2 Birds, One Stone Consulting, Salida 
 

Kim Obele, Range Specialist, USFS, Ft. Collins 
 

Shauna Jensen, Hydrologist, USFS, Durango 
 

For More information: 
 

National Riparian Service Team web page at:   
      

www.blm.gov/or/programs/nrst/index.php 

What is a  
“Proper Functioning Condition” (PFC)  

Assessment? 

Jay Thompson, BLM, Lakewood, CO 
Phone:  (303) 239-3724 

Email: jmthomps@blm.gov    

What is the Colorado Riparian Team? 
Colorado Contacts? 



Who Should Attend? 

Private landowners, ranchers, grazing permit 
holders, local, state and federal agency 
employees, conservation groups, and others 
who are involved with or interested in the 
functions and values associated with riparian-
wetland areas.   

Benefits to Participants: 

After attending this workshop, you will have a 
better understanding of the values associated 
with riparian/wetland areas.  Participants will 
learn methods for assessing the condition of 
riparian/wetland sites on their land, and where 
to go for assistance with improving or restoring 
sites, if necessary.   The assessment method is 
straightforward and involves completing a 
checklist with 17 yes/no questions.   

Enrollment information:    

There is no tuition required to attend one of 
these workshops.  Registration is on a first-come, 
first-serve basis, with a certain number of slots 
reserved for local participants.  If you have 
attended one of these workshops in the past five 
years, you can sign up to attend as a “refresher”, 
but your name will be placed on a waiting list, 
since preference is given to folks who have not 
attended a previous workshop.   

The Colorado Riparian Team offers two-day 
workshops focused on assessing riparian proper 
functioning condition, provides briefings on 
riparian-wetland management to various 
groups,  facilitates riparian grazing training,  and 
provides technical assistance to land managers, 
landowners, and groups.  Training and/or 
service trips can be customized to meet the 
needs of people requesting assistance.   

 

Proper Functioning Condition (PFC) Training 

The term “proper functioning condition” or 
“PFC” describes both the assessment process 
and an on-the-ground condition of a riparian-
wetland area.  PFC is a qualitative assessment 
that evaluates how well the physical processes 
in a riparian-wetland area are functioning.  PFC 
training provides participants with a better 
understanding of riparian-wetland function and 
enables attendees to learn about an assessment 
process that has proven to be an effective and 
useful tool.  These sessions are two days in 
length with one day in the classroom and one 
day in the field.   

 

Key  references used include: 

T R - 1 7 3 7 - 1 5 ,  1 9 9 8 ,  R i p a r i a n  A r e a 
Management—A User Guide to Assessing 
Proper Functioning Condition and the 
Supporting Science for Lotic Areas, BLM, USFS, 
NRCS.   

TR 1737-16, 1999, Revised 2003, Riparian Area 
Management—A User Guide to Assessing 
Proper Functioning Condition and the 
Supporting Science for Lentic Areas, BLM, USFS, 
NRCS.   

Location:  Denver  
Date:  June 12 –13, 2012 
 
Location:  Steamboat Springs 
Date:  July 17-18, 2012 
 
If you would like to register to attend or find out 
more about these workshops, please contact: 
 
Jay Thompson 
Colorado Riparian Team Coordinator  
(303)-239-3724  
jmthomps@blm.gov 

 

What Does the Colorado Riparian Team 
Offer? 

PFC Workshops Offered in Colorado in 
2012? 

Training - PFC continued... 

mailto:jmthomps@blm.gov

