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TUESDAY - AUGUST 14 

12:00 - 5:00  INTERIM WATER RESOURCES REVIEW COMMITTEE 

The first substantive meeting of the Interim Committee will be at our Summer Conference 
as they begin preparing for the 2013 legislative session.  Background information relevant 
to 2013 water legislation will be considered by the Committee. 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNING - AUGUST 15 

9:00 - 11:45AM CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 

  Weather, Water Supply, and Wildland Fire 
 
State Climatologist Nolan Doesken will provide an in-depth review of current weather 
patterns.  How effective are tools for tracking drought such as the U.S. Drought Monitor?  
The other SWSI (Surface Water Supply Index) - what it says about current water supply 
conditions.  We will provide an update on activities of the Water Availability Task Force.  
Also arriving with drought is the threat of wildland fire and concerns about watershed 
protection.  As a result of the North Fork Wildfire, a legislative Interim Committee is 
meeting this summer to prepare recommendations as to how to prevent a recurrence in 
other watersheds.  What role might the water community have in their work? 

Public Trust, Public Values, and Public Interest 

Update on the Public Trust Initiatives.  Where do the environmental and recreation 
communities stand on the initiatives?  How do we define what is in the public interest?  
How would changes in water rights administration impact water users and energy 
producers?   What can we do to better educate and inform legislators, decision-makers, and 
the public about key water and energy activities?    Do we still have an unresolved issue of 
river access?  What is the Colorado Water Trust doing to promote and support voluntary 
activities to protect and restore Colorado stream flows? 
 
   Endangered Species – Balancing Human and Wildlife Interests 

What are the wildlife guidelines and initiatives potentially impacting water and energy 
development and use?  Discussion of how severance taxes are being used to manage 
Colorado’s endangered species issues.   Update on progress and funding for the Upper 
Colorado Endangered Fish Recovery Program.  Proposed protections for the Greater-sage 
Grouse have far-reaching implications for many land development and use activities - what 
does the future hold? 
 



 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON - AUGUST 15 

 

12:15 - 1:30PM OPENING LUNCHEON 
   Keynote Address 
   The Regional Impact of the National Economy 
   Letting Go of the Status Quo for Water and Energy 

We will explore how the national economy is directly influencing our decisions at state and 
local levels.  In these uncertain times, our business strategy for managing water and energy 
poses substantial financial risks.  But it also offers opportunities for virtually every 
government entity, commercial enterprise, and the general public, as users and ratepayers. 

2:00 - 3:15 GENERAL SESSION I 
The Water and Energy Balance 
Conservation, Management, and Sustainable Development 

In this fast-paced session, we survey areas of commonality for water and energy providers 
to assure reliable and affordable supply and service.  How do the water and energy sectors 
view the role of conservation?  What common challenges do we face in sound management 
of existing supplies and development of future supplies?  How do we understand the term 
“sustainable”?  Are there similarities in our approach to long-range management of fossil 
fuels and non-renewable ground water? 

3:45 - 5:00 GENERAL SESSION II  
The Political Balance of Power 

Federal and State legislators will review legislation that may impact water and energy 
producers and consumers.  Is there any positive news for the federal and state budgets?  
Are government actions appropriately responding to the uncertainty in the economy?  
What steps are necessary to move toward a rational legislative energy policy? 
 
7:30 - 9:00PM PUBLIC WATER FORUM 

Water and Energy  
              A National Perspective and Local Realities  

Yampa Basin Round Table Update 

Steamboat Springs has hosted many of our summer conferences over the years.  This will 
be our chance to return something to the community.  Attendance for water professionals 
will be optional as much of the material will be covered during the main conference.  



THURSDAY - AUGUST 16 
 

7:00 - 8:15AM CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST  

9:00 - 10:15 GENERAL SESSION III  
Balancing the State Budget with Severance Tax Revenue 
Impacts to Water Agencies and Local Communities  

We will review recent trends in energy development and associated severance tax revenue.  
However, over $200 million has been pulled from the CWCB’s loan funds to balance the 
budget and fight fires.  There has been a mirror image impact on the Department of Local 
Affairs and their funding for water infrastructure.  How will local communities respond to 
the shifting financial burden for energy-related impacts and water infrastructure?  Are they 
prepared for the political consequences of a continually increasing rate structure? 
Recommendations for how the water and energy communities might build a stronger voice 
for protection of severance tax funding. 

10:45 - 12:00 GENERAL SESSION IV  
Dancing on Our Pocketbook - How Much Government Do We 
Need, Can We Afford, and Who Decides? 

Our government was founded on a concept of checks and balances to help ensure that no 
one branch of government becomes too powerful.  The pendulum is always swinging and 
the balance of power is constantly shifting.  How is the theory playing out today for issues 
of importance to the water and energy communities?  Are government policies promoting a 
reasonable balance between supporting economic development and providing the 
appropriate level of protection for public values?  We will discuss the power of the State 
Engineer in ground water administration, court decisions regarding planning decisions, the 
recent expansion in scope of environmental regulations, and the governmental role in 
protection of public and private business interests.   

12:00 - 1:30 BBQ LUNCHEON    
A National Agenda on Balanced Fuels, Impacts on Energy Costs, 
and Public Perceptions 

For a sound American energy policy, what might energy consumers do to ensure that the 
country is balancing mandates and the market?  Is there a non-partisan approach?  

1:45 - 4:30 TOURS 
Twentymile Mine 
Trout Creek Reservoir and Mine Reclamation 
Yampa River Tour  
POND Event 1 - Gold Creek Waterfall Hike 
POND Event 2 - Golf   

5:00 - 6:30  WATER AND ENERGY RECEPTION 

6:30 - 9:30PM POND NETWORKING EVENT ON THE MOUNTAIN 



FRIDAY - AUGUST 17 

7:00 - 8:15 CONTINENTAL MEMBERSHIP BREAKFAST 

9:00 - 10:15 GENERAL SESSION V 
Is Project Permitting Overshadowing Rational Planning? 

 Battle of the Whiners II  
Why Does Project Permitting Have to Be SO Hard? 

Some people believe permitting water projects is more difficult than wastewater projects.   
But others think water providers are just way too pampered.  In this rematch from our 
2010 Summer Conference, two of our permitting warriors return to set the record straight.  
What actions might be taken today to help pave the way for permitting tomorrow? 

A Balanced Energy Future  
Environmental Concerns, Demands, and Economics 

In this crystal ball view of our future energy options, we will gain a better understanding of 
how energy providers are dealing with the regulatory climate and permitting challenges, 
related economic considerations, and the associated uncertainties and risk.  How does your 
power bill integrate the cost impacts of environmental regulation and what does the future 
hold? 

10:45 - 12:00 GENERAL SESSION VI 
Beyond the Yellow Brick Road 
Scenario Planning Our Way to the Land of Oz?* 

What do water and energy providers have in common as we seek to balance certainty, risk, 
and flexibility in future supply planning?  We often look to predictive models to illuminate 
our path.  But in a land of imperfect data, changing political and economic climate, and 
expanding regulatory risk; how certain can we be of what lies over the horizon?  Can we 
rely on a single number or a narrow range?   Our water and energy future is more than 
forecasts.  The IBCC looks to scenario planning as a map through the forest of identified 
projects and processes.  Can we find our way with a little courage, brains, and heart? 
Or will we end up back where we started?  There’s no place like home. 

*”Essentially all models are wrong, but some are useful.”  Statistician George E.P. Box 

12:15 - 1:15 BOX LUNCHEON 
The Power Balance in the 2012 Election 

From the ″War on Coal″ to ″All of the Above″, energy issues will move in and out of the 
campaign limelight. Mike Soraghan of EnergyWire discusses how energy will change the 
campaign and how the campaign will affect energy.  
 
And then, in what promises to be a spectacular demonstration of unique poses,  
Master Politician Dick Wadhams will give us a balanced preview of the Republican and 
Democratic National Conventions and the campaign stretch ahead. 


