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IRRIGATION 

Wells run dry 

Panel tells Ark Valley farmers no water available this year

By CHRIS WOODKA 

THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 

______________________________________________ 

Some farmers in the Arkansas Valley who were already bracing for drought learned over the weekend that they will have no supplemental water this
season.

The Colorado Water Protective and Development Association mailed a letter to members Friday saying it would have no water available to
supplement agricultural wells this year.

“Knowing that farmers and ranchers are trying to get their plans in place by March 1, we notified them that we do not have the resources to provide
water,” said Ann Lopkoff, general manager.

The engineering analysis of conditions will continue during March and April, and well owners will be notified if conditions change, but right now things
do not look positive.

The decision does not affect municipal wells covered by CWPDA because there is sufficient water in storage to cover those depletions. 

______________________________________________ 

SEE WELLS, 3A
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CHIEFTAIN PHOTO/FILE Water pumped from a well flows into an irrigation ditch in Pueblo County. Some wells will be unable to be used
this year because of a shortfall in water that can be used to replace depletions.

Article Continued Below

See WELLS on Page A03

WELLS 

/ from page 1A
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The association provides water to augment wells on about 500 farms. Some of those farmers also may have shares in ditches with augmentation
stations, such as Catlin and Fort Lyon canals, and could use ditch shares to augment wells, Lopkoff said. 

“Any sole source well will have no allocation,” Lopkoff said. 

Snowpack in the Arkansas River Basin is still at just 68 percent of average, despite a large weekend storm. Meanwhile, the Pueblo Board of Water
Works is not planning to lease water this year, and there are dim prospects for the availability of Fryingpan-Arkansas return flows — both major
sources of CWPDA augmentation water. 

Last year, CWPDA reduced well allocations to 70 percent. 

Meanwhile, the Arkansas Groundwater Users Association plans on 

2139910 

reducing its 250 Arkansas River agricultural wells to 30 percent of normal, and Fountain Creek wells to 40-45 percent, said Scott Lorenz, general
manager. 

No municipal or domestic reductions are planned. 

AGUA is still able to provide water through recharge ponds on the Excelsior Ditch and can provide more water to Fountain Creek irrigators because of
agreements to use El Paso County return flows. 

The Lower Arkansas Water Management Association is planning to reducing pumping to 30 percent of normal for its 400 wells on 235 farms. 

2139518 

The well associations provide water for farmers until 1996 pumping rules that were adopted by Colorado in response to the Kansas v. Colorado U.S.
Supreme Court case over the Arkansas River Compact. 

Many of the well owners also have surface irrigation rights or are members of ditch companies, which also are likely to see below average water
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deliveries this year because of ongoing drought conditions. 

cwoodka@chieftain.com 
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