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SNOWPACK 

‘We want to see it finish’ 

More storms needed to erase state’s drought conditions

By CHRIS WOODKA 

THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 

_________________________________________ 

With spring just two weeks away, winter has decided to show up.

“These are the storms we expect this time of year,” said Roy Vaughan, manager of the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project for
the Bureau of Reclamation. “They are improving things to a certain extent, but will it be enough to change the average
in the big picture? We want to see it finish this year.”

Colorado snowpack has improved to 77 percent after the second big storm in a week swept through the area Monday.
According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service Snotel survey, the Arkansas River basin is at 72 percent of
normal, the Upper Colorado River at 75 percent and the Rio Grande at 78 percent.

The March 1 Fry-Ark estimate of water that will be brought over from the Roaring Fork basin is only about 24,200 acre-
feet, less than half of average, however. That’s because other factors later in the spring will further reduce the amount
of water that can be brought over.

“I always stress that the estimate is based on normal snowfall for the rest of the season,” Vaughan said. “If the
precipitation goes up, the estimate will increase.”

Last year, snowfall throughout Colorado stopped in March, plunging the state further into drought.

Reservoirs will continue to decline without a big influx of moisture, he added. Particularly of concern are Turquoise and
Twin lakes in Lake County, which were drawn down for Fry-Ark deliveries last year and never fully rebounded.

In Leadville the latest storm dropped 4 to 5 inches, bringing snowpack levels in town up to about 3.5 feet.

The moisture content of the snow in the mountains is just 5 to 10 inches. A foot of snow produces about an inch of
water.

El Paso and Pueblo counties received the heaviest totals for snow in Monday’s storm, which passed quickly through
the area. Moisture content was up to 0.25 inches in some places. Pueblo has seen an inch of precipitation this year,
which is 25 percent above normal.

Another storm is expected to pass through this weekend.
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There is not a lot of snow on the floor of the Wet Mountain Valley near Westcliffe but some has built up in the
high peaks in recent weeks. 
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