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What: The Colorado River District’s Annual  
Water Seminar — “Shrinking in Supply, Growing in 
Demand” — where in one day, you can learn about 
the latest news and programs related to the Colo-
rado River and its challenges to meet the needs of 
man and nature in the arid West. 
 
When: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Friday, Sept. 13, 2013; 
check-in starts at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Where: The Two Rivers Convention Center in 
Grand Junction, Colo.  
 
Cost: $30 for adults with advance registration by 
Friday, Sept. 6, 2013 (see form on page 2);  $10 for 
students. Includes lunch. $40 after Sept. 6  
 
Who are some of the speakers?  
 James Eklund, the new director of the Colo-

rado Water Conservation Board who will dis-
cuss the two-year deadline to create a Colorado 
Water Plan and what that means 

 Klaus Wolter, the Climate Diagnostics Center 
researcher for NOAA who is the go-to expert for 
predicting seasonal weather  

 A panel discussion on how the Roundtables 
will inform the Colorado Water Plan with their 
findings and plans to meet their water supply 
shortages   

 Greg Pederson, the lead author of the U.S. 
Geological Survey study that confirms snow-
pack is falling victim to warmer spring tempera-
tures 

 Beorn Courtney, an engineer for the Headwa-
ters Corp. who will discuss how the Sterling 
Ranch development in the South Denver Metro 
Area will employ water conservation through 
house design, landscaping, clustering and water 
capture  

 A discussion on what the low levels at Lake 
Powell portend reduced water releases to Lake 
Mead and the Lower Basin states and a decla-
ration of a shortage ….. and more  

Information and questions:  
970-945-8522 or edinfo@crwcd.org. 

Annual Water Seminar is Sept. 13 

Scenes from the 2012 Annual Water Seminar 
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This year is shaping up to be one of 
the four or five driest years for inflow 
into Lake Powell, General Manager Eric 
Kuhn reported to the Colorado River 
District Board of Directors at its July 
quarterly meeting and the implications 
are looming for reduced water releases 
to Lake Mead and the crippling of hydro-
power generation. 

April-to-July inflow is forecast to be 
about 37 percent of normal. Under the 
2007 Interim Operating Guidelines for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead, if the Au-
gust twenty-four-month study 
(Reclamation's planning study) fore-
casts that the December 31 Lake Powell 
elevation will be below 3,575 feet (full is 
3,700 feet) and Lake Mead is above 
1,025 feet, under normal operations, 
then releases from Lake Powell for Wa-
ter Year 2014 will be reduced to 7.48 
million acre feet (maf) from a normal 
release of 8.23 maf for the water year. 

Lake Powell is essentially the water 
saving account for the Upper Basin 
states (Colorado, Utah, Wyoming and 
New Mexico) to assure obligations can 
be met under the Colorado River Com-
pact of 1922 to the Lower Basin 
(California, Nevada and Arizona).  

In June, Reclamation's twenty-four-
month study projected that Lake Powell 
would fall to 3,577 feet (2 feet over the 
trigger) and the Lake Mead elevation 
would be less than 1,100 feet (75 feet 
over the 1,025-foot level). However, 
since the June forecast Lake Powell has 
lost more than 300,000 acre feet of pro-
jected inflow, and it is likely that the 
Colorado River Basin Forecast Center 
model will show drier conditions in Au-
gust through November. Kuhn said the 
studies would likely show Lake Powell 
would fall below the critical 3,575-foot 
elevation. 

One of the purposes of the 3,575-
foot trigger is to reduce the chances of 
Lake Powell dropping below the mini-

mum power generation level. The power 
plant conduits take water at an elevation 
of 3,485 feet. Kuhn said the Bureau of 
Reclamation is going to get very nerv-
ous about air entrainment, which will 
cause cavitation damage to the turbine 
blades at water levels perhaps in the 
3,510 foot to 3,520-foot range. At these 
reservoir levels, a small change in stor-
age results in a large change in eleva-
tion. 

“I expect that Lake Powell levels in 
February/March of 2014 could be below 
3,550 feet, even with reduced deliver-
ies,” Kuhn said. “The bottom line is that 
we’re a moderately dry year away from 
the possibility of taking Lake Powell be-
low minimum power head (winter of 
2015). The financial impacts could be 
substantial.” 

Glen Canyon Dam normally gener-
ates more than 80 percent of total hy-
droelectric power developed by Recla-
mation’s reservoirs that are part of the 
Colorado River Storage Project (CRSP). 
Revenues are used to repay the U.S. 

Treasury (normally with interest) for the 
appropriations that funded the construc-
tion of projects. They also help fund criti-
cal environmental programs such as the 
Upper Basin and San Juan Endangered 
Fish Recovery Programs, salinity control 
actions and the Grand Canyon research 
programs. 

Most importantly, CRSP revenues 
fund the operation and maintenance of 
the projects and the electric grid system 
that distributes project power. Total 
CRSP-generated revenues exceed 
$200 million per year. 

Kuhn said that the most critical use 
of the money is paying for project opera-
tions and maintenance, and it would be 
a difficult proposition to ask a dysfunc-
tional U.S. Congress for appropriations 
to cover these expenses.  

From the Lower Basin states per-
spective, a 7.48 maf release is some-
thing they agreed to in 2007 but proba-
bly never thought would happen, Kuhn  

Continued on page 5 
 

Powell release cuts foreshadow 
shortage declarations in Lower Basin  

Lake Powell inflows are once again at low levels. Photo courtesy Lake Powell Aerial Tours in Moab.  
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The new director of the 
Colorado Water Conservation 
Board (CWCB), James Ek-
lund, said the Colorado Water 
Plan now under construction 
is an opportunity “to stop pay-
ing lip service about doing 
something and to do some-
thing.” 

“There is a common mis-
understanding of the Colo-
rado Water Plan that it is 
some edict delivered from up 
on high down to the masses,” 
Eklund told the Colorado 
River District Board of Direc-
tors. “This is by far and away 
a Colorado Water Plan by 
Coloradans for Coloradans. 
We are all in this together. 
This plan is really our plan, 
not the CWCB’s and not the 
Governor’s Office.” 

Eklund appeared before 
the Colorado River District 
Board with CWCB Board 
Members Russ George, who 
represents the Colorado River 
mainstem basin, John 
McClow, who represents the 
Gunnison basin, and Jay Gal-
lagher, who represents the 
Yampa-White-Green basin. 

Earlier this year, Gov. 
John Hickenlooper issued an 
Executive Order that a Colo-
rado Water Plan be delivered 
by the end of 2015. The plan 
is meant to take advantage of 
eight years of water planning 
work by the Basin Roundta-
bles and Interbasin Compact 
Committee (IBCC) that were 
created by the Colorado Wa-
ter for the 21st Century Act. 

The CWCB commis-
sioned a series of Statewide 
Water Supply Initiatives 

(SWSI) that has determined 
the state faces a water supply 
gap in the face of a population 
that is predicted by the State 
Demographer’s Office to as 
much as double to 10 million 
people by 2050. 

“We are standing on a 
gold mine of eight years of 
civic engagement in Colo-
rado,” Eklund said. 

He pointed out that under 
the current water supply de-

fault, agricultural water is the 
source of new urban water 
supply.  

“The current trajectory of 
moving water from agriculture 
to urban use is not one that 
we like,” he said. “Right now, 
if we push the pause button 
on buy and dry in the South 
Platte Basin, 20 percent of 
irrigated agriculture in the ba-
sin is already committed to 
urban use. This is not some-

thing we can get away from; it 
is something we need to ad-
dress.” 

As part of the Colorado 
Water Plan, the CWCB has 
asked each of the nine basin 
roundtables to create a Basin 
Implementation Plan (BIP) 
directed at addressing con-
sumptive and nonconsump-
tive demands in each basin. 

Continued on page 5 
 

CWCB details Colorado Water Plan 

From left, Colorado Water Conservation Board Director James Eklund, joined by CWCB Board Mem-
bers John McClow of the Gunnison basin, Russ George of the Colorado mainstem basin and Jay Gal-
lagher of the Yampa, White Green basin address Governor Hickenlooper’s Executive Order to create a 
Colorado Water Plan by the end of 2015. The plan is designed to be the culmination of eight years of 
studies and findings by the Basin Roundtables and the Interbasin Compact Committee.  
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Continued from page 3 
said. A 7.48 maf release from Powell in 
2014 makes a Tier 1 shortage in 2015 or 
2016 almost certain. The Tier 1 shortage 
(less than 1,075 feet in Lake Mead ele-
vation) results in a 333,000 acre foot 
shortage to Nevada and Arizona (the 
Central Arizona Project [CAP] takes 
most of it) and a 55,000 acre foot short-
age to Mexico. 

A one-year shortage is probably not 
a big deal, Kuhn said. Due to conserva-
tion and the big housing recession, Ne-
vada has been below its 300,000 acre 
feet normal apportionment in recent 
years. 

Arizona has been banking 200,000 
to 300,000 acre feet in the ground for a 
number of years. Under a Tier 1 short-
age, the CAP will be limited to diverting 
the approximate volume that is needed 
to meet its direct needs. 

“The scary scenario for the Lower 
Basin is a multi-year shortage (two or 
more consecutive 7.48 maf years or a 
7.48 year followed by several 8.23 
years),” Kuhn said. 

“In this situation, Lake Mead 

screams through a tier I into a tier II 
shortage (1,050 feet of elevation). Short-
ages to Nevada and Arizona are in-
creased to 400,000 acre feet, but Lake 
Mead drops below the Southern Nevada 
Water Authority’s upper level intake 
(1,050 feet). If its new bottom intake has 
been completed, it’s probably OK.” 

Other implications of a dropping 
Lake Mead, Kuhn said, are that Hoover 
Dam power production is dramatically 
reduced, which impacts the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California’s 
ability to use inexpensive Hoover power 
to pump Colorado River water to the 

West Coast. 
In addition, recreation on Lake Mead 

becomes marginal. In the long-term, if 
power production is reduced, that could 
affect the cost of electricity for consum-
ers in West. 

“I’m also highlighting the current 
status of Lake Powell because it’s a 
great example of an Upper Colorado 
River Basin future with a “demand man-
agement” system in place where various 
actions are triggered by the storage lev-
els in Lake Powell,” Kuhn said. 

Lake Powell levels could trigger shortages 

Continued from page 4 
George said basin work is the first 

part of forming  the Colorado Water 
Plan. 

He noted that under the legislation, 
the roundtables were charged with ana-
lyzing their agricultural, municipal, indus-
trial and nonconsumptive needs. 

“That has probably worked beyond 
what is expected. It has done everything 
it was designed to do and more,” George 
said. 

“But the legislation says it is ex-
pected that once every roundtable ana-
lyzes its needs and seeks to satisfy its 
needs, the work goes to the next level 
on how this affects other basins,” he 
added. “It sets in motion basins talking to 
each other. That is a prelude to an inter-

basin compact and that brings the IBCC 
into it. Whether we can get to a true in-
trabasin compact as was contemplated 
eight years ago is an unknown.” 

It was George, the former Speaker 
of the Colorado House of Representa-
tives, who in the early 2000s inspired the 
idea that new stakeholders be brought 
into water planning with the hope that 
discussions would lead to solutions that 
are broad based and not based in con-
flict. 

At this point, George said “all the 
good work of the roundtables is in play 
and it will help drive what the Colorado 
Water Plan looks like, as the governor 
contemplated in his executive order.” 

Colorado River District Board Presi-
dent James Newberry asked if existing 

agreements, such as the Colorado River 
Cooperative Agreement between Denver 
Water and a consortium of West Slope 
entities, would be factored into the water 
plan. 

George said all existing agreements 
enter into the discussion and if the proc-
ess works as intended “we may see 
things differently in a few years and that 
may give rise to opportunities as we 
compare agreements.” 

CRD Board Director Bill Trampe 
asked who would sort out the various 
basin plans that will likely have conflict-
ing pieces. George said that while that 
issue needs to be sorted out, the focus 
for now should be on the development of 
each basin’s implementation plans. 

 

George says water plan to be built upon basin work 

Late breaking news on Powell releases 
The Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) has confirmed that releases from Lake Powell to Lake 

Mead will be reduced to from 8.23 million acre feet (maf) to 7.48 maf in water year 2014 and there 
will not be an opportunity for an April 2014 adjustment. Also, there is a greater than 50 percent 
chance that this will be followed by another 7.48 maf in water year 2015.  

Such low releases have essentially never occurred (except briefly during the original fill cycle 
of Lake Powell) and are being made under the 2007 Interim Operating Guidelines. 

The August 24-month study, the basis for BOR operational decisions, will be formally pub-
lished on Aug. 16 along with explanations of these developments by BOR officials. 
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Survey finds growing support for water issues 

Beginning in 2005, the 
Colorado River District Board 
has contracted for a triennial 
survey of voters in the District 
to provide feedback from and 
enhance communications with 
constituents. 

 Lori Weigel, partner at 
Public Opinion Strategies, 
presented the results of the 
2013 survey to the July meet-
ing of the Colorado River Dis-
trict Board of Directors.    

The poll found that River 
District constituents are much 
more aware of water and wa-
ter issues than they were dur-
ing previous surveys.  

Many more respondents 
think inadequate water sup-
plies, more frequent droughts 
and a lower snowpack are 
“problems” with point in-
creases in the double digits.  

Those who think climate 
change is a threat rose from 
55 percent in 2009 to 67 per-
cent this year. 

River District residents 
are four times more likely to 
consider households versus 
agriculture as wasteful users 
of water. 

Three-quarters of the 
population recognize we are 
in a drought, up from 55 per-
cent three years ago.  

While the proportion who 
believe we have adequate 
water supplies was cut nearly  
in half, even more believe we 
will not have adequate water 
supplies in the future. 

Where we have not 

moved the needle much is the 
recognition of the River Dis-
trict’s name. We scored just a 
two point boost to 9 percent of 
respondents who cite, un-
prompted, our name as an 
entity doing the most for the 
region to protect and preserve 
water resources.  

However, once respon-
dents are told our name and 
our mission, their favorable 

view of the District vaults to 
81 percent, while 15 percent 
think otherwise. 

The survey again ex-
plored constituents’ views on 
the future of the Shoshone 
hydroelectric plant in Glen-
wood Canyon. The power 
plant has a 100 year old, sen-
ior water right on the Colo-
rado River that protects both 
its use of water to produce 

electricity and river flows by 
“calling out” upstream junior 
rights, notably most trans-
mountain diversions of Colo-
rado River water.  

Questioned about a theo-
retical purchase of Shoshone 
by the River District, 69 per-
cent support it — a figure that 
falls to 52 percent if that re-
quires an increase in taxes or 
fees. 

Inadequate water supplies, drought and declining snowpack identified as problems 

For the full Weigel presentation, visit http://www.crwcd.org/media/
uploads/2013survey.pdf 

 

http://www.crwcd.org/media/uploads/2013survey.pdf�
http://www.crwcd.org/media/uploads/2013survey.pdf�
http://www.crwcd.org/media/uploads/2013survey.pdf�
http://www.crwcd.org/media/uploads/2013survey.pdf�
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External Affairs Manager Chris 
Treese reviewed the Colorado River Dis-
trict’s involvement and progress in the 
2013 Colorado legislative session.  

He also initiated discussions con-
cerning potential legislative proposals 
that are already in development for the 
2014 session through the Interim Water 
Resources Committee well as with indi-
vidual legislators.  

Review: Several changes in the 
legislative and executive branches im-
pacted nearly all of the major issues at 
the Capitol this year. First, after two 
years of split control of the General As-
sembly, Colorado’s House, Senate and 
Governor’s office were all controlled by 
the Democrats in 2013. Additionally, of 
the 100 legislators, 32 were freshman 
and six House members from 2012 were 
elected to the 2013 Senate. Finally, as 
redistricting substantively changed most 
legislative districts, all 100 members 
were operating in and representing, at 
least to some extent, new territory.    

Legislators introduced a total of 613 
bills in 2013, a reduction from the last 
two years. Of those, more than 440 bills 
reached Governor Hickenlooper’s desk. 
He signed all of them; there were no ve-
toes this year.  

The Democratic majority was largely 
successful in addressing its top issues – 
the 4Gs: Guns, Grass, and Gay Rights, 
but largely failed on Gas. Of the numer-
ous oil and gas regulatory bills intro-
duced, only Representative Mitsch 
Bush’s (D-Steamboat Springs) HB 1278, 
requiring stricter reporting of oil and gas 
spills, which the River District supported, 
passed. 

The River District was also largely 
successful in its legislative advocacy this 
session. In the fall of 2012, the River 
District Board prioritized a legislative 
remedy to the Supreme Court’s adverse 
ruling in its Upper Yampa decision. Sen-
ate Bill 041 was the result.  

Despite opposition from select envi-

ronmental groups, our coalition prevailed 
and the bill passed both houses unani-
mously. SB 041 provides protection and 
certainty for water stored in reservoirs. 
Stored water will not be subject to aban-
donment and the conditional storage 
rights can be made absolute without un-
due delay or expense. 

We were also successful in shaping 
and subsequently passing several water 
conservation bills, most notably: SB 019, 
protecting water users’ historical water 
use records when voluntary conservation 
measures are undertaken; HB 1044, 
outlining a path for graywater (re)use, 
both indoors and, where lawful, out-
doors; and SB 183, prohibiting home-
owner associations from forbidding water 
conserving landscaping.  

As always, some of the District’s 
most important accomplishments re-
sulted from early work with individual 
legislators and various advocacy groups 
to avoid introduction of adverse propos-
als, as well as actively opposing bad 
public policy when introduced in bill form.  

This year the River District success-
fully opposed bills to cap Colorado Water 
Conservation Board (CWCB) severance 
tax revenues as well as another run at 
legislatively mandated construction con-
tract provisions.  

The District was not successful in 
striking a CWCB-requested expansion of 
state monies used for the instream flow 
acquisitions program. However, past 
year’s budget woes and companion 
budget raids on water-related funds were 
avoided this year.  

Outlook: The Governor’s Execu-
tive Order calling for a Colorado Water 
Plan clearly will dominate the water dia-
log – and perhaps funding – for the next 
two years.  

There are two precedent-setting re-
call elections pending. Petitions for recall 
of two Democratic senators, Angela Gi-
ron from Pueblo and Senate President 
John Morse from Colorado Springs, 

were certified by the Secretary of State. 
Challenges have been filed. The galva-
nizing issue was gun control legislation.  

Similar petition drives fell short for 
Senator Hudak (D-Westminster) and 
freshman Representative McLachlan (D-
Durango). 

The Governor wants a bold, compre-
hensive water conservation bill in 2014. 
At a minimum, Treese expects a conser-
vation bill much broader than one previ-
ously considered that would have re-
quired retail sales of only ultra low flush 
toilets in Colorado. Next year’s bill will 
likely limit retail sale of only water con-
serving plumbing fixtures of all kinds. 

Senator Schwartz (D-Snowmass 
Village), as Interim Water Resources 
Committee Chair, will pursue additional 
ag water conservation legislation 
(beyond SB-019). The water community 
committed to conducting a thorough ex-
ploration of ag water conservation in re-
turn for Senator Schwartz’s truncating 
SB 019. These discussions are under-
way. 

The 2014 elections have already 
begun. Candidates are already declaring 
for various statewide and state legisla-
tive races. All state offices are up for 
election, as is U.S. Senator Mark Udall’s. 
And all House members, both U.S. and 
state, are up for election and half of the 
Colorado Senate.  

As 2013 is an odd-numbered elec-
tion year, only fiscal measures can be on 
the November ballot. A $950 income tax 
increase question for K-12 funding 
(implementing SB13-213) will be on the 
2013 ballot if sufficient signatures are 
gathered.  

Looking further into 2014, there will 
likely be a full November ballot of initia-
tives, or at least proposed initiative peti-
tions, in the news throughout the year. 
These will most likely include fiscal and 
social issues and notably another run at 
a Public Trust initiative. 

 

A 2013 state legislative review 



Colorado River District  
Mission Statement:  

 
To lead in the protection, conservation, use and development of 
the water resources of the Colorado River Basin for the welfare 
of the District, and to safeguard for Colorado all waters of the 
Colorado River to which it is entitled. 

While the two houses of Congress 
remain largely in stalemate on high-
profile, public issues, the Colorado River 
District and the water community at 
large continue to make progress at the 
federal level, albeit incremental, Exter-
nal Affairs Manager Chris Treese re-
ported. 

Three months ago during the previ-
ous River District Board meeting, Con-
gressman Tipton (R-CO) offered an 
amendment to H.R. 678, his bill author-
izing and streamlining permitting of 
small hydro installations on Bureau of 
Reclamation canals and conduits. The 
amendment provided general accord 
and enabled near-unanimous support 
for final House passage.  

More recently, the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee 
passed several hydro bills including the 
Senate’s companion bill to H.R. 678 
(Tipton) as well as H.R. 267, the McMor-
ris-Rogers/DeGette (R-WA/D-CO) bill, 
providing incentives and permit expedit-
ing for small hydro.  

The Senate passed the Farm Bill in 
early June. Efforts to include language 
addressing the duplicative permitting 
requirements for pesticide applications 
on or near water bodies (including ca-
nals and ditches) were unsuccessful.  

The House in a surprise vote failed 
to pass the Farm Bill. The current exten-
sion on many pieces of the Farm Bill will 
expire on September 30. EQIP provi-
sions, under separate legislation, were 

extended through September 30, 2014. 
The Salinity Control Program’s authori-
ties continue for another year. 

Colorado Senator Mark Udall was 
the honorary chair for a Senate hearing 
before the Subcommittee on Water and 
Power concerning the Bureau of Recla-
mation’s Colorado River Basin Water 
Supply and Demand Study.  

The hearing occurred during the 
second day of the Board’s July meeting. 
The hearing went well, highlighting 
shortage and risk conclusions and 
stressed the importance of follow-up 
work groups’ activities. 

The Senate passed the Water Re-
sources Development Act (WRDA) that 
included the Water Infrastructure Fi-
nance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) for 
utilities. The WIFIA provision would es-
tablish two five-year pilot programs, run 
by the Army Corps and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency; each author-
ized at $50 million per year. WIFIA 
would offer direct, low-interest loans for 
major water infrastructure projects that 
are expected to cost more than $20 mil-
lion.  

The pilot program is designed to 
complement, not replace, the Clean Wa-
ter and Drinking Water State Revolving 
Funds (SRFs). The full WRDA bill now 
proceeds to the House for consideration 
where it will run into strict new rules on 
write-ins and earmarks, leaving House 
passage very uncertain. 

California Republican Rep. Ken Cal-

vert introduced (again) his "Reducing 
Environmental Barriers to Unified Infra-
structure and Land Development 
(REBUILD) Act" to allow any state to 
enter into a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) with a federal agency to 
assume the National Environmental Pro-
tection Act (NEPA) review responsibility 
of that agency for a particular project. 
Colorado has a similar, pilot MOU with 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC). 

Then Interior Secretary Salazar, 
apparently dissatisfied with the current 
programs for river protections (e.g., Wild 
& Scenic Rivers, National Water Trails 
System), created the National Blueways 
System in May 2012 to cover entire riv-
ers “from source to sea,” including their 
tributaries.  

Blueways is intended to “recognize 
(watershed programs) for integrating 
land and water management to promote 
resilient river systems that benefit both 
human and natural communities."  

The Connecticut River was the inau-
gural Blueway. Many water user groups, 
especially Western water users, are 
concerned about the program as a uni-
lateral, federalization of rivers and 
streams.  

The House held hearings on the 
program to express predominantly Re-
publican concerns. There has been no 
indication to date from Secretary Jewell 
regarding her views or intentions con-
cerning Blueways.   
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Board given a federal affairs update 

The annual audit of Colorado River District 
financial statements for 2012 produced “the high-
est level of opinion that can be received,” accord-
ing to a presentation to the Colorado River District 
Board by Kevin Smith of the firm McGladrey.  

The 2012 financial statements can be re-
viewed by the public at ColoradoRiverDistrict.org 
or by calling (970) 945-8522.  

CRD receives top-level audit 
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Study confirms the value of Colorado ag 
Kathay Rennels and Dr. Gregory 

Graff, both with Colorado State Univer-
sity (CSU), presented and discussed 
with the Colorado River District Board of 
Directors findings from their recently 
released study, “The Value Chain of 
Colorado Agriculture.”  

The comprehensive study examines 
the important contributions and integra-
tion of agriculture to Colorado’s econ-
omy.  

More than 125 distinct economic 
activities, sub-sectors, or specific indus-
try classifications were identified, illus-
trating the many inter-connections 
among both rural and urban economies. 

These linkages tie the state’s agri-
culture industry together and provide an 
opportunity to build bridges between the 
commodities and communities that 
make up the industry. 

Results of the value chain study 
included the finding that the information 
can assist with strategic decision-
making on issues ranging from work-
force to natural resources to regulatory 
policies.  

For example, farm and ranch fuel 
expenses have doubled over the last 
decade, while fertilizer expenses have 
almost tripled.  

The prices of these two are highly 

correlated, given that the cost of fertil-
izer manufacturing is greatly influenced 
by the price of natural gas; another 
Colorado industry.  

Graff predicts study findings will pro-
mote conversations that will result in 
calculated investments and innovative 
solutions for agriculture and will ulti-
mately aid in identifying where Colorado 
agriculture, annually contributing $41 
billion to the state’s economy and pro-
vides more than 170,000 jobs, is 
headed and what resources are re-
quired to shape its future.  

To obtain a copy of the report visit 
http://outreach.colostate.edu. 

Warner Dewey, center, was honored by the Colorado River District for his six 
years of service on the Board of Directors. Presenting him with a plaque and 
resolution signifying the District’s gratitude for his service are General Manager 
Eric Kuhn, left, and Board President James Newberry, right.  

The Board of Directors cited two Colorado River District 
staff members on their milestones of five years of employ-
ment at the District. David Smith, left,  is an Engineering 
Technician. Jason Turner, right, on the noting of his mile-
stone, was promoted from Associate Counsel to Senior 
Counsel.  

http://outreach.colostate.edu�
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