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SDA Honors St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District as a 2014 Collaboration 

Award Winner  
 

DENVER-The St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District has been named one of 

three winners of the Special District Association of Colorado’s 2014 Collaboration Award.   

 

The Special District Association of Colorado (SDA) presents this award annually to special 

districts that have effectively and efficiently partnered with other entities and local governments 

to form successful working relationships for the benefit of their citizens.  The awards were 

presented at the SDA Annual Awards Luncheon as part of the SDA Annual Conference which 

was held September 10-12, 2014 in Keystone, Colorado. 

  

In the aftermath of the disastrous flood of September 2013, the St. Vrain and Left Hand Water 

Conservancy District, Boulder County, City of Longmont, Town of Lyons, and local property 

owners began the incredible challenge of addressing short term recovery and the channel’s 

ability to handle spring runoff.  The group became known as the St. Vrain Creek Recovery and 

Restoration Team or R2T for short. 

 

From the beginning, R2T identified rebuilding and repair opportunities and aligned them with 

state and federal financial resources.  “R2T was really the first multiagency collaboration to 

address creek repairs after the flood”, said Board President Dennis Yanchunas.  “R2T was 

quickly viewed by impacted citizens as safe, un-bureaucratic, nimble, and effective - that is 

really what you want from your local government.”  R2T has now shifted to the long term 

recovery of the area as part of the St. Vrain Creek Coalition.  The Coalition is working on a 

comprehensive St. Vrain Creek Watershed Master Plan that will promote for a holistic healthy 

riparian corridor and a stream system that will be better able to handle future floods.   

 

Ann Terry, SDA’s Executive Director, was pleased to recognize the exceptional work of the 

District and R2T.  “The commitment of the District and R2T to their residents has played a 

significant role in the area’s recovery, and this collaboration is a true testament to the success 

that can be achieved through partnerships.” 

 

### 

 

The Special District Association of Colorado is a statewide membership organization created in 

1975 to serve the interests of the special district form of local government in Colorado.  Special 

districts fill a vital role in providing many of the basic services and public needs of the people of 

Colorado, including fire and rescue services, water and wastewater treatment and delivery, 

parks and recreation amenities, hospitals, libraries, and cemeteries.  SDA has over 1,400 district 

members and 220 associate members.     


