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I. Who are Colorado’s Water Commissioners? 

A. A water commissioner’s definition. 

120 Ladies and Gentlemen working in 78 Water Districts across Colorado 
Water Commissioners are dedicated professionals, Passionate protectors of their local water users, 
Community Leaders.  
  

B. Some quick individual profiles. 

George Anderson, WC - WD70/ Div 5 – 55 years of service, 1937-1992. 
George was the longest tenured WC and perhaps over all longest serving State employee. Also 
held the #1 water right in his District.  

Edward & Russell Kennedy, father & son, WC - WD33 / Div7 – 65 years of combined service, 
1934-1999. 

Jack Leonard & Kathy Bauer, father & daughter, WC-WD’s 54,55,56/ Div 6 - 34 years of 
combined service (). 

Doug Brgoch, WC - WD16/ Div 2 and Bill Dunham, WC - WD 43/ Div 6 are respected enough 
by their local communities to have both served as mayor of LaVeta and Meeker, respectively in 
addition to their public service as Water Commissioners.  

There are other examples of course of WC’s community service, as members of local school 
boards, conservancy district boards, local planning commissions and in Summit County I am the 
chair of the open space advisory council.  
   

C. Stewardship. 

Water Commissioners, are State employees on CALL 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year in order to respond to requests for water delivery and emergences. 
Water Commissioners are the individuals who play an indispensable role in the scheme of 
distributing water under Colorado’s Doctrine of Prior Appropriation.  
Water Commissioners are the Stewards of Colorado’s most valuable and precious natural resource 
– our Water! 
      

II. What tasks do Water Commissioners perform? 

A. Our Duties and Responsibilities. 

When I was first hired and assigned to a “6 months “position on the Grand Mesa I asked, then 
Division 5 DE, Orlyn Bell, what was the most important thing I need to accomplish per my 
duties? He simply said, “Keep the peace”. (Brief story of D-72), etc. 



The tasks of Water Commissioners across Colorado are essentially the same, however, each Water 
Commissioner must mold their duties and responsibilities to conform to the needs with in the 
boundaries of their own basins. 

The following is a list of “generic” duties and responsibilities that every Water Commissioner 
must complete in order to administer water rights in their respective basins. 

Establish the “local” River Call. (Office space) 
Regulate diversions from head gates and other structures. (Trespass) (Vehicle use) 
Distribute storage water. (e-mail & cell phones)  
Distribute transbasin & transmountain water. 
Meet Compact Obligations. 
Inspect Dams. (cell phone) 
Inspect Wells. (well brow/ IWL) 
Enforce restrictions. 
Compile Diversion Records. (use of computers) (check WC Manuel for examples see display) 
Compute Charts. 
Read Meters. 
Inspect and Review Water Court Applications. 
Assist in stream flow measurements and rating of measuring devices. (modern “rods”) 
Respond to requests for information from and the concerns of citizens. 
Develop Administrative list – now done by computer. 
Develop Line Diagrams of Water Rights by drainage. 

III. Starting from Scratch: Water Administration in the Blue River Basin. 

A. History, creation of the position: 

Believe it or not, I am the first full-time WC to work in the Blue River Basin. The position I now 
hold was “created” by the legislature in 1989.  Meaning that the then SEO, Jaris Danielson made 
a budget request for full-time water administration position and the legislature provided the 
needed funding. The Summit County BOCC did lobby for such an administrative position as 
well. So after four months of on the ground training in a contentious Water District, on September 
1,1990, I was transferred to the full-time position I still hold today. My formal “training” in 
District 36 consisted of a 4 hour driving tour of the District and an introduction to the one water 
user. Historically, that is since about 1960, the WC for the Eagle River Basin had also “been 
responsible” for administration in the Blue River Basin as well. The collection of historic water 
diversion began in 1963, the same year Dillon Reservoir was completed. In comparison the 
collection of historic water diversion records in the Eagle River Basin, Water District 37 began in 
1911. 
   

B. Statistics: 

The Blue River Basin encompasses land in three Colorado counties: Lake County, at the 
headwaters of the Ten Mile Creek drainage primarily the area around the Climax Mine atop 
Fremont Pass, all of Summit County, and that portion of Grand County, below Green Mountain 
Reservoir to the confluence with the Colorado River near Kremmling. The Blue River drainage 
covers approximately 700 square miles. 

There are 63 sub-basins within Water District 36 all with decreed water rights. 
There are approximately 2600+ decreed water rights, consisting of some 1300 structures 
including dams, ditches, pipelines, tunnels, and so forth. 



There are 40 reservoirs in the district. 
There are approximately 200+ Plans for Augmentation to be “administered”. In addition, too 
1400 individual wells, that we are now attempting to bring into compliance with the conditions of 
their actual well permit. 
The “oldest” water right filed on the Western Slope (Div’s 4,5,6,7) was appropriated from French 
Gulch on August 22, 1860 it was abandoned by the water court in 1984. The “oldest” active water 
right is an irrigation diversion on the Maryland Creek ranch with an appropriation date of July 1, 
1869. 

Transmountain Diversions: Roberts Tunnel, Denver Water 
                                            Continental Hoosier System, Colorado Springs  
                                            Boreas No.2 Ditch, Englewood 
                                            Straight Creek Tunnel, Coors 
                                            Vidler Tunnel, Golden 
                                            Arkansas Well, Climax / east -west  

Major Reservoirs: Dillon, 254,000 AF 
                              Green Mountain, 154,000 AF 
                              Upper Blue Reservoir, 2100 AF 
                              Goose Pasture Tarn, 900 AF 

Major water users & providers: 3 Ski Resorts / 1 Ski Area all with snowmaking 
                                                   5 Golf Courses 
                                                   5 Towns; Breck, Dillon, Frisco, Montezuma, Silver 
                                                   5 Metro Districts 
                                                   3 Water Districts 
                                                   2 Water Company’s 
                                                   Summit County Government 

                                    
       C. Agreements, Documents, Agencies. 

There are several unique decrees and water agreements associated with administration in the Blue 
River Basin including: 

The Federal “Blue River Decrees”. 
Senate Document 80, which is the operating policy for Green Mountain Reservoir. (Example) 
The Summit County Agreement between Denver Water & Summit County Government. (Water 
for development in Summit County) 
The Clinton / Fraser Agreement, between Denver Water and entities in Summit and Grand 
Counties for snowmaking and other augmentation uses. (See example Exchange map on display) 
(Example)  
CWCB Min Flow agreements, (new gaging stations and diversion points related to snowmaking)  

     D. Public information and Working with the Media. 

Organized and implemented an annual public meeting with the backing of the Summit County 
BOCC and SLF. Utilized local media to get the word out. (#Of local papers / Denver media/ etc.) 
When the Denver media need to talk to me about a story I know it must be a slow news day. Have 
tried to help promote water education through the Front Range media. (Since about 1995) 
      

    E. Implementation and Use of Modern Technology. 



Development of better computer software has made data entry easier and more efficient. 
(Access to a State vehicle, use of cell phones, GPS units to aid in better mapping, Digital 
cameras, Conference calls, etc.) 

   F. Current and Continuing Issues in the Basin. 

Well Augmentation plan / Enforcement 
Reservoir releases Aug Plan releases and the assessment of Transit Losses. 
Collecting diversion data 
Climax / Aurora Exchange – lease 
Substitution Year operations 
City of Golden 

IV. Closing comments. 

Your local Water Commissioner is Colorado’s “water cop” insuring that our water laws and court 
decrees are administered fairly and without bias.  
Water Commissioners are the experts other water professionals turn to for knowledge about what 
actually happens on the ground.  

In the words of Teddy Roosevelt, … 
Colorado’s Water Commissioners, do indeed “work hard at work worth doing” …Thank you. 

Scott F. Hummer 
Water Commissioner Dist.36 
Water Division 5 
Colorado Division of Water Resources 
970-468-2442 

  
    


